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Sandy Denny
Born Jan 6, 1947 in Wimbledon, England.  Died Apr 21, 1978.

Maddy Prior, Jacqui McShee, and June Tabor all give her a run for her money, but the late Sandy Denny remains the pre-eminent British folk-rock singer. In addition to recording several albums of her own, Denny was an integral force behind the best work of the most respected British folk-rock band of all, Fairport Convention, and also contributed mightily to recordings by the Strawbs and Fotheringay. It's impossible for words to fully evoke the haunting, spectral presence of her powerful and penetrating alto voice, which seemed to bring the mythology of English moors and folktales to life in contemporary, 20th century settings.

Denny was studying to be a nurse when she began to pursue music seriously in the mid-'60s, partially at the encouragement of the then-struggling Simon & Garfunkel, whom she met when they were still unknown. She was also friendly with the American folk singer Jackson Frank, and recorded a couple of his songs on her first album (now available as The Original Sandy Denny). While this solo acoustic recording was her most traditional folk effort, it showed considerable potential, which she came closer to realizing on the 1967 album she recorded as a member of the Strawbs. This found her singing with fuller folk-rock arrangements, and also included her first recorded composition, "Who Knows Where the Time Goes." The song gave Denny her first international recognition when Judy Collins recorded it in 1968.

Denny was tapped to replace Judy Dyble in Fairport Convention in 1968, and is prominently featured on their late-'60s albums What We Did on Our Holidays, Unhalfbricking, and Liege and Lief. These are not only recognized as Fairport's best work, but as some of the finest British folk-rock records of all time. Although Denny shared the lead vocal chores with other members of the group, it was her singing that highlighted the best tracks, such as "Tam Lin," "Fotheringay," and "Autopsy" (the last two of which she wrote).

Denny left Fairport Convention in 1970, and while both she and Fairport would produce some worthwhile work in the future, it's fair to say that neither band nor singer would reach the same peaks again. She formed the short-lived Fotheringay, which also included her future husband Trevor Lucas on guitar, but which disbanded after one decent album (a planned second LP was never completed). She recorded a few solo albums for Island in the 1970s that sometimes suffered from unsympathetic over-production and weak material, though the highlights are worth hearing. There was also an unremarkable album of oldies covers that she helped out with as a member of the Bunch, a British folk supersession of sorts that also included Richard Thompson. When mainstream rock listeners heard her voice in the 1970s, however, it was usually not on her own records, but as a guest vocalist on Led Zeppelin's "The Battle of Evermore."

Much of the best of Denny's later solo work, oddly, is found on live and BBC recordings, some of which surfaced on the box set Who Knows Where the Time Goes? (others appear on the bootleg Dark the Night). While Denny was a first-rate folk-rock singer, she usually didn't mesh well with mainstream rock or hard rock arrangements, and the live work usually framed her vocals in more appropriately sparse settings. She joined Fairport again for a while in the mid-'70s, appearing on the 1975 album Rising for the Moon, but the reunion didn't really excite either the participants or the audiences, and she left for good in 1976. Her final LP, Rendezvous, came out in 1977; the following year, she died from injuries sustained in a fall down a flight of stairs. In 1998, Island released Gold Dust, a recording of her final live performance taped at London's Royalty Theatre on November 27, 1977. 
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	Original Sandy Denny
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	1986
	Who Knows Where the Time Goes [Box Set]
	Hannibal
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	1989
	The Best of Sandy Denny [Best of Box]
	Hannibal
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	The Best of Sandy Denny [Island]
	Island
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	Attic Tracks 1972-1984
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	1998
	Gold Dust: Live at the Royalty
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	No More Sad Refrains: The Anthology
	A&M

	[image: image18.png]' & & 8V




	2002
	The 20th Century Masters - The Millennium Collection: The Best of Sandy Denny
	A&M

	[image: image19.png]' & & e ey




	2003
	Heritage
	Disky

	[image: image20.png]



	2004
	A Boxful of Treasures [live]
	Fledg'ling
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	2005
	Collection: Chronological Covers and Concert Classics
	Universal International
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	2005
	Who Knows Where the Time Goes: The Early Years
	Castle Music UK

	 
	2007
	Live at the BBC [Bonus DVD]
	Umvd Import


	Who Knows Where the Time Goes [Box Set]
This magnificently produced multi-disc boxed set presents a complete portrait of Sandy Denny, the haunting singer, the melodic, mournful songwriter, and the mesmerizing bandleader of Fairport Convention and Fotheringay. Much of the material is previously unheard, but it's all of a piece with Denny's accomplished work on her solo albums and in her groups. The album makes the case for Denny as a major folk artist. 
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	1

	The Lady 

	Denny 

	5:08 
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	2

	Listen, Listen 

	Denny 

	3:57 


	  

	  

	3

	Next Time Around 

	Denny 

	4:23 


	  

	  

	4

	Farewell, Farewell 

	Thompson 

	2:38 


	  

	  

	5

	The Music Weaver 

	Denny 

	3:04 
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	6

	Tomorrow Is a Long Time 

	Dylan 

	3:56 


	  

	  

	7

	The Quiet Joys of Brotherhood 

	Farina, Traditional 

	5:58 


	  

	  

	8

	The Pond and the Stream 

	Denny 

	3:16 
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	9

	One Way Donkey Ride 

	Denny 

	3:34 


	  

	  

	10

	Take Away the Load (Sandy's Song) 

	Denny 

	1:36 


	  

	  

	11

	One More Chance 

	Denny 

	7:52 


	  

	  

	12

	Bruton Town 

	Traditional 

	4:47 


	  

	  

	13

	Blackwaterside 

	Traditional 

	4:15 


	  

	  

	14

	Tam Lin 

	Traditional 

	7:10 


	  

	  

	15

	The Banks of the Nile 

	Traditional 

	8:06 


	  

	  

	16

	Sail Away to the Sea 

	Cousins 

	3:25 


	  

	  

	17

	You Never Wanted Me 

	Frank 

	3:08 


	  

	  

	18

	Sweet Rosemary 

	Denny 

	2:40 


	  

	  

	19

	Now and Then 

	Denny 

	3:45 


	  

	  

	20

	Autopsy 

	Denny 

	4:19 


	  

	  

	21

	It'll Take a Long Time 

	Denny 

	5:14 


	  

	  

	22

	Two Weeks Last Summer 

	Cousins 

	3:50 


	  

	  

	23

	Late November 

	Denny 

	4:31 


	  

	  

	24

	Gypsy Davey 

	Traditional 

	3:53 


	  

	  

	25

	Winter Winds 

	Denny 

	2:10 


	  

	  

	26

	Nothing More 

	Denny 

	4:56 


	  

	  

	27

	Memphis 

	Berry 

	4:00 


	  

	  

	28

	Walking the Floor over You 

	Tubb 

	4:17 
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	29

	When Will I Be Loved? 

	Everly 

	3:10 


	  

	  

	30

	Whispering Grass 

	Fisher, Fisher 

	3:56 


	  

	  

	31

	Friends 

	Denny 

	3:31 


	  

	  

	32

	Solo 

	Denny 

	5:01 


	  

	  

	33

	After Halloween 

	Denny 

	2:57 


	  

	  

	34

	For Shame of Doing Wrong 

	Thompson 

	3:42 


	  

	  

	35

	Stranger to Himself 

	Denny 

	2:50 


	  

	  

	36

	I'm a Dreamer 

	Denny 

	4:43 


	  

	  

	37

	John the Gun 

	Denny 

	5:11 


	  

	  

	38

	Knockin' on Heaven's Door 

	Dylan 

	4:30 


	  

	  

	39

	By the Time It Gets Dark 

	Denny 

	3:20 


	  

	  

	40

	What Is True? 

	Denny 

	3:44 


	  

	  

	41

	The Sea 

	Denny 

	5:25 
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	42

	Full Moon 

	Denny 

	4:30 
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	43

	Who Knows Where the Time Goes? 

	Denny 

	6:53 



	


Following the breakup of the short-lived Fotheringay, Sandy Denny returned with her first post-Fairport solo album, The North Star Grassman and the Ravens. Produced with ex-bandmate Richard Thompson and longtime engineer John Wood, who would go on to produce the bulk of Thompson's work with Linda Thompson, the record consists of eight evocative Denny originals, along with the traditional "Blackwaterside" and a pair of borrowed rockers. There's a looseness and roominess to the sound, with acoustic guitar, piano, and Thompson's electric guitar leading the sparse backing from former members of Fotheringay, along with the occasional accordion, violin, pedal steel, and strings. Songs such as "Late November," "John the Gun," and "Next Time Around" are among her best, while "Blackwaterside," featuring Thompson's guitar and accordion, continues to show her mastery of traditional music. Because her songs tend to lean toward the melancholy and are primarily on the slow to midtempo side, Denny had to look elsewhere for upbeat material. Choices such as Brenda Lee's "Let's Jump the Broomstick" and a ragged yet somewhat effective duet with Thompson on Bob Dylan's "Down in the Flood" are good ones, though both sound as if they were afterthoughts. Her best record was still a year away, but The North Star Grassman is a solid effort from Denny's sadly shortened solo career. 

	1
	Late November 
	Denny 
	4:27 

	2
	Blackwaterside 
	Traditional 
	4:10 

	3
	The Sea Captain 
	Denny 
	3:07 

	4
	Down in the Flood 
	Dylan 
	3:17 

	5
	John the Gun 
	Denny 
	4:35 

	6
	Next Time Around 
	Denny 
	4:22 

	7
	The Optimist 
	Denny 
	3:22 

	8
	Let's Jump the Broomstick 
	Robins 
	2:40 

	9
	Wretched Wilbur 
	Denny 
	2:34 

	10
	The North Star Grassman and the Ravens 
	Denny 
	3:25 

	11
	Crazy Lady Blues 
	Denny 
	3:21 


With Like an Old Fashioned Waltz, Sandy Denny expands on the more polished moments that her previous work, Sandy (1972), had suggested. The tone throughout most of the record is melancholy and personal, with gentle piano, rich strings, and barely a trace of her British folk roots. "Solo," one of her best songs, opens the album with a sense of apprehension and yearning, while cuts such as the beautifully vivid title track, the longing "At the End of the Day," and the evocative closer "No End" nicely follow suit. The Ink Spots covers "Whispering Grass" and "Until the Real Thing Comes Along" break the mood a bit, but it's a testament to the breadth of Denny's talent that she's able to make this sort of jazz-inflected pop work for her. These two songs seem to hint at a new direction that never really materialized in her final years, though an entire album of Ink Spots tunes was actually rumored at one point. As Sandy Denny's last solo work for four years, Like an Old Fashioned Waltz remains an intimate and moving record. 

	1
	Solo 
	Denny 
	4:24 

	2
	Like an Old Fashioned Waltz 
	Denny 
	4:09 

	3
	Whispering Grass 
	Fisher, Fisher 
	3:56 

	4
	Friends 
	Denny 
	3:31 

	5
	Carnival 
	Denny 
	5:44 

	6
	Dark the Night 
	Denny 
	4:27 

	7
	At the End of the Day 
	Denny 
	6:28 

	8
	Until the Real Thing Comes Along 
	Cahn, Chaplin, Freeman ... 
	3:40 

	9
	No End 
	Denny 
	6:36


The Fledg'ling remastering of Fotheringay's only finished LP is a significant improvement upon the old Hannibal Records CD from the late 1980s, with a fuller, richer sound and a much closer sound as well — voices and instruments alike have much more presence here, and that extends from Jerry Donahue's lead guitar, right through Sandy Denny's acoustic 12-string and down to Gerry Conway's drums; and what it does for Denny's voice, in terms of presenting it in sharp relief, is also quite wonderful — the first time she heads toward those high notes on "The Sea," the improvement is clear. What's more, this CD includes four bonus tracks that encompass more of Fotheringay's history than any prior release on the group; along with the original nine-LP tracks as four songs cut live by the group at the Holland Pop Festival in Rotterdam on June 28, 1972. Those songs include their hauntingly dramatic version of Dave Cousins' "Two Weeks Last Summer" and the album's opener "Nothing More"; the traditional "Banks of the Nile" (which is virtually a Denny solo piece until the final seconds of its seven-minute-length), and Chuck Berry's "Memphis Tennessee," which comes off surprisingly well, even if it's a long way from its origins. The fidelity on the live tracks is a long way from perfect, but as bonus material it is suitable, and serves as a reminder that, if the band didn't have a lengthy recording history, it did have a history beyond the one finished LP. 

	1
	Nothing More 
	Denny 
	4:37 

	2
	The Sea 
	Denny 
	5:32 

	3
	The Ballad of Ned Kelly 
	Lucas 
	3:34 

	4
	Winter Winds 
	Denny 
	2:13 

	5
	Peace in the End 
	Denny, Lucas 
	4:02 

	6
	The Way I Feel 
	Lightfoot 
	4:46 

	7
	The Pond and the Stream 
	Denny 
	3:20 

	8
	Too Much of Nothing 
	Dylan 
	3:55 

	9
	Banks of the Nile 
	Traditional 
	8:04 

	10
	Two Last Weeks in Summer 
	Cousins 
	3:59 

	11
	Gypsy Davey 
	Traditional 
	3:52 


The Bunch was a loosely knit group of English folk-rock veterans who recorded this disappointing set of oldies covers. Titled "Rock On," The Bunch exhibits no shortage of enthusiasm for their renditions of Berry, Presley, Lewis and Holly hits. However, the record suffers from both sloppy playing and obvious song selections. Not surprisingly, the album's high points are the two most obscure songs: Dion's "My Girl the Month of May" (sung by Richard Thompson) and Sandy Denny's heartfelt reading of Buddy Holly's "Learning the Game." 

	1
	Crazy Arms 
	Mooney, Seals 
	2:45 

	2
	That'll Be the Day 
	Allison, Holly, Petty 
	2:00 

	3
	Don't Be Cruel 
	Blackwell, Presley 
	2:55 

	4
	The Loco-Motion 
	Goffin, King 
	2:57 

	5
	My Girl the Month of May 
	DiMucci 
	2:08 

	6
	Love's Made a Fool of You 
	Holly, Montgomery 
	3:11 

	7
	Willie and the Hand Jive 
	Otis 
	3:35 

	8
	Jambalaya (On the Bayou) 
	Williams 
	3:26 

	9
	When Will I Be Loved? 
	Everly 
	3:12 

	10
	Nadine 
	Berry 
	3:19 

	11
	Sweet Little Rock & Roller 
	Berry 
	3:47 

	12
	Learning the Game 
	Holly 
	2:05


Sandy
Sandy Denny's second post-Fairport solo offering, produced by then-future husband Trevor Lucas, is a beautiful blend of the traditional style with which she is most often associated and a slightly more lavish sound that would become more prevalent in her later work. Lucas does an excellent job of balancing the two and creates an exquisite backdrop for Denny's gorgeous songs and majestic voice. Nearly every track has the radiance and timelessness of her best Fairport work, along with an accessibility she had merely hinted at prior to this. "Listen, Listen," with its soaring chorus and bed of strings and mandolin, the lovely "The Lady," and the layered a cappella vocal arrangement of Richard Fariña's "Quiet Joys of Brotherhood" (featuring Dave Swarbrick's haunting solo violin coda) are perfect examples of Denny's enormous talents, and only a few of the many pleasures found here. Touches such as lush strings, Allen Toussaint's horn arrangement on "For Nobody to Hear," Sneaky Pete Kleinow's steel guitar and former Fairport partner Richard Thompson's guitars and mandolin bring out the many dimensions in Denny's music without obscuring it. Sandy also boasts her best collection of original material, as well as terrific covers of Dylan's "Tomorrow Is a Long Time," featuring Linda Thompson Peters on backing vocals, and the aforementioned "Quiet Joys of Brotherhood." If you're simply looking for a quick introduction to a wonderful songwriter and one of the finest voices in popular music, go for the single-disc best-of collection, but if you would like to hear Sandy Denny's definitive (solo) musical statement, search out Sandy. 

	1
	It'll Take a Long Time 
	Denny 
	5:13 

	2
	Sweet Rosemary 
	Denny 
	2:29 

	3
	For Nobody to Hear 
	Denny 
	4:14 

	4
	Tomorrow Is a Long Time 
	Dylan 
	3:56 

	5
	The Quiet Joys of Brotherhood 
	Farina 
	4:28 

	6
	Listen, Listen 
	Denny 
	3:58 

	7
	The Lady 
	Denny 
	4:01 

	8
	Bushes and Briars 
	Denny 
	3:53 

	9
	It Suits Me Well 
	Denny 
	5:05 

	10
	The Music Weaver 
	Denny 
	3:19 


